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and in this Lucknow impression, he looks as holy as
a snowpeak. Different from this face of his are all
others that the camera could catch. There is the
bloom of snows on his temples, in this portrait of his.
I see the invisible light of Krishna Avesh in his
eyes here.
He wrote the following letters while living in the
Himalaya mountains:
GASTG-OTRI,
September, 1901.
The holy Ganges could not bear Rama's separation.
She succeeded at last in drawing him to herself after a
little more than a month's absence. Notwithstanding
all her culture, she began to rain sweet tears of joy on
meeting him. Who can describe the nascent beauty
and playful freaks of the dear Ganges at Gangotri ?
Very praiseworthy is the upright character of her play-
mates, viz., the white mountains and innocent Deodar
trees. The latter in their tall stature vie with the
Persian poet's lady-love, while their balmy breath invigo-
rates, exhilarates, and elevates.
Pilgrims after leaving Jamnotri, usually reach
Gangotri in not less than ten days. In three days after
leaving Jamnotri did Rama arrive at Gangotri. He came
by a route as yet untrodden by any inhabitant of the
plains. This route is called the Chhayan Route by
mountaineers. Three successive nights were passed in
lonely forest caves. We came across no hamlet or hut.
No biped was visible throughout the journey.
The Chhayan Route is so called because almost all
the year round it is covered with shade. The shade of
trees, did I say ? The route is for the most part enveloped
by clouds. Shepherds of villages near Jamnotri and
Gangotri, while tending their flocks, every year spend
two are three months in forests. They happened to
meet near the snow-clad peaks, called Bandar Puchh
and Hanuman Mukh, which connect the sources of the